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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                         Contact: Jennifer Cimperman

                                                                                                (216) 502-0944
Literacy Cooperative announces board of directors

CLEVELAND, Ohio (May 7, 2008) – Fifteen leaders from the civic and nonprofit sectors have committed their time and talents to the newly formed board of the Literacy Cooperative of Greater Cleveland. 

The Cooperative seeks to ensure that all children, youth and adults have the requisite literacy skills to reach their highest potential for employment, self-sufficiency and lifelong learning. 
“We look forward to tapping the ideas and resources of this outstanding group,” said Robert Paponetti, executive director of the Cooperative. “With a critical workforce shortage predicted in the coming years, the programs and processes developed by this board will have unlimited impact in the Greater Cleveland community.”

Board members are:

· David Reines (board chair), vice president of resource development and external affairs, Center for Families & Children
· Judith Crocker, director of manufacturing education affairs, Magnet

· Barbara Esperon, chief executive officer, Esperanza

· Doris Evans, pediatrician; executive director, First Tee

· Sari Feldman, executive director, Cuyahoga County Public Library

· William Hiller, executive director, Martha Holden Jennings Foundation

· Joffrey Jones, superintendent, Euclid City Schools

· Jacquelyn Joseph-Silverstein, executive vice president for academic and student affairs, Cuyahoga Community College

· Ann Mullin, senior program officer for education, The George Gund Foundation

· Karen Nestor, education consultant

· Judith Simpson, vice president, community investment, United Way of Greater Cleveland

· Elaine Sutton, fellow, Center for Community Solutions

· Robert Triozzi, law director, City of Cleveland

· Rick Werner, deputy county administrator, Cuyahoga County Board of Commissioners

· Helen Williams,  program director for education, Cleveland Foundation

****

The Literacy Cooperative of Greater Cleveland works on behalf of the community to improve literacy levels among children, youth and adults in Greater Cleveland. In partnership with literacy providers and community stakeholders, the Cooperative aims to raise literacy levels across the region by providing an information clearinghouse for the community; establishing evaluation and quality assurance standards; ensuring that training, curriculum development and technical assistance are available 
to providers; identifying and securing public and private funding for literacy; and launching a public awareness campaign on literacy. The Cooperative is a joint initiative of the Cleveland, George Gund and Martha Holden Jennings foundations.
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