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Announcements The nomination deadline for the Kurt Karakul Literacy 
Award is December 16, 2022. The winning organization will 
be honored at our Read Across America Celebration in 
Spring, 2023 and will be awarded $20,000.

Kurt 
Karakul 
Literacy 
Award

Have a question during the presentations? Use index cards 
at your table to write down any questions.Q&A

Following this event, we will be sending a survey to all 
attendees, please complete to provide feedback.Survey

Thank you to our sponsor!



Today’s 
Agenda

Welcome, DPIL Survey Results, and Quality Pre-K Enrollment –
Robert Paponetti, President & CEO

Literacy Cycle 2022 – Alex Dorman, The Center for Community 
Solutions

K-3 Back on Track Focus – Donald Jolly II, Warrensville Heights 
City Schools 

Adult Education Enrollment – Laureen Atkins-Holliday, Vice 
President – Strategic Initiatives

Survey of Adult Skills Data – Alex Dorman, The Center for 
Community Solutions

PIACC Levels and Occupations Comparison – Laureen Atkins-
Holliday, Vice President – Strategic Initiatives

Where are the Workers Call to Action – Bishara Addison, Fund 
for Our Economic Future

Q&A



What do we do?
• Convene and inform
• Champion awareness
• Identify strategies

Priority Areas
• Early Childhood/Parent 

Engagement
• Adult Literacy &Career Pathways 

Vision
• Whole Family Initiatives



Our 
goals:

Clearly convey costs and consequences 
of the status quo

Highlight strategies and programs that 
are producing measurable results

Inform agencies that provide literacy 
services

Strengthen public policies that result in 
increased literacy

Increase funder support of effective 
strategies and programs



The Literacy Dashboard: 

Annual assessment to provide accurate, 
relevant and compelling data

• Children 
• # enrolled in high quality pre-school 

enrollment
• # enrolled in Imagination Library

• Adults
• # enrolled in certified Aspire 

programs funded by ODHE
• # of high school equivalencies



Children



Cuyahoga 
County: 
Quality Pre-K 
Enrollment

Enrollment has increased 54% 
from 2020-21 to 2021-22

Enrollment has decreased 7% 
from 2019-20 to 2021-22



2022 DPIL Participant 
Survey Results 
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Since you’ve been receiving Imagination Library books, are your 
child/children asking you to read to them more often?
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32%
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2022, All

No
Same as before
Yes
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76%

2022 High Poverty Zip Codes

No
Same as before
Yes



Do you, or other family members, read to your child/children more 
often since you began receiving Imagination Library books?
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2022, All
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No
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Yes



Do you believe participation in Imagination Library is helping your 
child/children better prepare for Kindergarten?

1% 12%

88%

2022, All
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2022 High Poverty Zip Codes

No
Unsure
Yes



Imagination Library books make up what portion of your home 
library?
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How did you learn about Imagination Library?
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Cuyahoga County Literacy Cycle
Alex Dorman – Center for Community Solutions



Sources: 
Ohio Department of Education 
• District Kindergarten Readiness Assessment Revised Data 2021-2022
• District Graduation Rates 2021-2022
• Third Grade Reading Guarantee 2021-2022 
• School and District Results Annual Report 2021-2022. 
U.S.PIAAC Skills Map: 
• State and County indicators of Adult Literacy and Numeracy (2020)
Census: American Community Survey 2020 5 Year estimates 

Cuyahoga County 
Literacy Cycle



Kindergarten Readiness

The percentage of Kindergarteners 
not on track increased from 42% to 55%

2018-2019 2021-2022

13%
Sources: 
Ohio Department of Education 
• District Kindergarten Readiness Assessment Revised Data 2021-2022
• District Kindergarten Readiness Assessment Revised Data 2018-2019



Kindergarten Readiness Scores By School Year

County
Demonstrating 

(270-298)
Approaching 
(258-269)

Emerging 
(202-257)

On-Track 
(263-262)

Not On-Track 
(202-262)

Overall 
Score

Language 
& Literacy Math

Physical 
Well Being 
& Motor 

Dev.

Social 
Foundations

Cuyahoga 38.6% 36.1% 25.3% 57.7% 42.3% 265.8 264.3 263.6 270.8 273.3

Overall Score Language & Literacy

Percentage of Students
Average Scores

2019 - 2020



Kindergarten Readiness Scores By School Year

County Demonstrating 
(270-298)

Approaching 
(258-269)

Emerging 
(202-257)

On-Track 
(263-262)

Not On-Track 
(202-262) Overall Score Language & 

Literacy

Cuyahoga 46.5% 31.2% 22.2% 57.2% 42.8% 268.4 267.2

Overall Score Language & Literacy

Percentage of Students
Average Scores

2020 - 2021



Third Grade Reading

The percentage of third graders considered 
proficient in reading decreased slightly

66%  60%

6%
Sources: 
Ohio Department of Education 
• School and District Results Annual Report 2021-2022



High School Graduation

2018-2019 2021-2022

88% 87%

Sources: 
Ohio Department of Education 
• District Graduation Rates 2021-2022
• District Graduation Rates 2018-2019 
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