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Today’s 
Agenda

Welcome, Literacy Cycle 2023– Robert Paponetti, 
President & CEO

DPIL Overview and its Relation to Early School Age 
Literacy– Robert Paponetti

DPIL Survey Results– Alex Dorman, The Center for 
Community Solutions

PIAAC Overview – Laurie Atkins-Holliday

Adult Literacy Cleveland Neighborhood Data – Alex 
Dorman

2023 PIAAC International Data – Laurie Atkins-Holliday

Q&A



What do we do?
• Convene and inform
• Champion awareness
• Identify strategies

Priority Areas
• Early Childhood/Parent 

Engagement
• Adult Literacy &Career Pathways 

Vision
• Whole Family Initiatives



Cuyahoga 
County 
Literacy Cycle



Early Childhood



Ideastream: Student reading, 
math scores remain stubbornly 
low in Cleveland according to 
'Nation's Report Card'



○ NAEP tests in 25 major cities across the country.  
Cleveland’s average score was 24th, second from the 
bottom, only outperforming Detroit.

○ Only 8% of Cleveland fourth and eighth grade 
students scored proficient in reading.  

○ 72% of Cleveland fourth graders scored below the 
Basic level, meaning they struggle with fundamental 
reading skills.



Cleveland.com: Nearly two 
out of three Ohio kids aren’t 
ready for kindergarten, new 
report shows



Children Served in Cuyahoga County

Since Inception: 78,028



Books mailed to Children in Cuyahoga County

Since Inception: 2,129,310



The 2024 Dolly Parton Imagination Library Survey
Annual Update

Alex Dorman 
 Research Fellow, Center for Community Solutions



About



Who we heard from • Total of 2,003 responses
• Each dot represents a child

2%
4%

32%
1%

63%
2%

7%
13%

American…
Asian

Black/ African…
Native…
White

Middle Eastern
Self-describe

Hispanic or…

Child's Race

• 91% shared race information



Who we heard from • Total of 2,003 responses
• Each dot represents a child

<$25,00
0, 19%

$25,00
0-

$49,99
9, 23%

$50,00
0-

$99,99
9, 26%

$100,0
00+, 
31%

Annual Household 
Income

• 88% shared income information
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Reading Habits

96%

1% 3%

82%

1%

17%

85%

1%
14%

Yes No Same as before

Since you've been receiving Imagination Library books, is 
your child asking you to read to him/her more often?

Income of <25k
Income of >25k
All



Impacts of Receiving Books
Do you believe participation in Imagination Library is helping your child better prepare for Kindergarten?

91%



Impacts of Receiving Books

How often do you find your child using words he/she has learned from the books you’ve read?

56%
“Often”

34%
“Sometimes”

10%
“Rarely”



Impacts of Receiving Books

86%

2% 12%

72%

4%
24%

75%

4%
22%

Yes No Same as
before

Since you’ve been receiving Imagination 
Library books, are you personally reading 

more?

Income of <25k
Income of >25k
All



Deeper Insights

96% Of children looked at books independently after reading 
them with a parent/guardian  

89% Of children were inspired to learn more about a topic 
after reading an Imagination Library book

When reading the books, parents and their 
children talked about the characters, plot and 
pictures in the book together:

~57% All of the time

~37% Some of the time



Impacts of Receiving Books

92%

1%
7%

90%

1%
10%

90%

1%
9%

Yes No Same as before

Do you believe participation in Imagination Library has positively 
impacted your family relationships?

Income of <25k
Income of >25k
All



Public Library Use

80% Of respondents have library cards 
(74% for lower income respondents)

42% Of respondents report going to the library more after 
receiving Imagination Library books



Books in the House

• For 52% of households, Imagination Library Books                     
comprise half or more of all books in their homes.

• This number was 78% for lower income households.

• For 35% of all low income households, Imagination Library books 
were all or nearly all of the books in their households.



Scope

• Over 38,200 enrolled children



Scope

• Over 38,200 enrolled children
• 56% of 0-4 year olds



Scope
Percent of Children 0-4 Engaged in the Program

By Municipality



Scope

• Around 11,000 enrolled children

• About 50% of 0-4 year olds

Percent of Children 0-4 Engaged in the Program
By Neighborhood



Adult Literacy



What is 
PIAAC?

The Program for the International Assessment 
of Adult Competencies (PIAAC) 

Cyclical, large-scale study 

Developed through the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD). 

Focuses on workplace skills needed for 21st-
century society and the global economy. 



Literacy & Numeracy  Definition
from OECD

Literacy – “understanding, evaluating, using and engaging 
with written text to participate in the society, to achieve 
one's goals and to develop one's knowledge and potential.”

Numeracy – "the ability to access, use, interpret, 
and communicate mathematical information and 
ideas, to engage in and manage mathematical 
demands of a range of situations in adult life." 



PIAAC
Proficiency Levels and Score Range

Source: https://www.piaacgateway.com/

=<Level 1 =>Level 3Level 2

0-225 226-275 276-500

Cuyahoga County 
Literacy
Average - 266

Cuyahoga County 
Numeracy
Average - 249



PIAAC Data
Survey of Adult Skills; Literacy in Cuyahoga



PIAAC Data
Survey of Adult Skills; Literacy in Cuyahoga by Education



PIAAC Data
• Survey of Adult Skills; Literacy in Cleveland



PIAAC Data Survey of Adult Skills; Literacy in Cleveland

Level 3; 
41.3%

Level 2; 
34.1%

Level 1; 
24.6%



PIAAC Data Survey of Adult Skills; Literacy by Neighborhood



PIAAC Data Survey of Adult Skills; Literacy by Neighborhood



Highlights of the 
2023 U.S. PIAAC 

Results
International Survey of Adult Skills



U.S. Percentages

Literacy Numeracy

<1 11.5 14.8

1 16.1 19.4

2 28.5 27.7

3 30.6 26.2

4 11.9 10.1

5 1.4 1.8



© OECD 2024



Low LowModerate ModerateHigh High





This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://unknowncystic.com/2012/05/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Call to Action
Side-by-Side Literacy Network
reading@literacycooperative.orgJoin

Enroll more children in Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library
https://www.ohioimaginationlibrary.org/enrollEnroll

Connect more adults to adult education
https://highered.ohio.gov/educators/workforce-adult-ed/aspire/aspire-locationsConnect

Connect adult education to postsecondary training
• Integrated Education & Training

Connect

Include Literacy & Numeracy Refreshers in All Training, including Workplace TrainingInclude

mailto:Reading@literacycooperative.org
https://www.ohioimaginationlibrary.org/enroll
https://highered.ohio.gov/educators/workforce-adult-ed/aspire/aspire-locations
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